ROMANS 1:1-5:11

 
Salvation Part 1:  The Blood

 
I
Paul, The Man and His Message, 1:1-7


A.
Paul introduces himself, v. 1


1.
Slave


2.
Called


3.
Apostle



a.
Acts 22:21

B.
Paul introduces his message, vs. 2-7


1.
Promised, v. 2


2.
About Jesus, vs. 3-4


3.
Products, vs. 5-7
 
II
Profile of a Saint, vs. 8-17

A.
Grateful for ministry of others, v. 8

B.
Prayerful, vs. 9-10

C.
Hungry for fellowship, vs. 11-12

D.
Confident of his gifts, v. 13

E.
Conscious of his obligations, v. 14

F.
Eager to preach, v. 15

G.
Honest pride, v. 16

H.
Lives by faith, v. 17
 
III
The Wrath of God, 1:18-32

A.
Reasons, v. 18


1.
Godlessness – (impiety) – sins against God


2.
Wickedness – (unrighteousness) – sins against man

B.
Ignorance is no excuse, vs. 19-20


1.
God is knowable, v. 19


2.
God is visible, v. 20

C.
Arrogance is terminal, vs. 21-32


1.
Ignoring God, v. 21


2.
Pride of self, vs. 22-23 (Ecc. 2:4-11)


3.
God releases them, vs. 24-32



a.
to the lie, vs. 24-35



b.
to abnormality, vs. 26-27



c.
to depravity, vs. 28-31



d.
to death, v. 32
 
IV
The Judgment of God, 2:1-16

A.
God’s business, vs. 1-3


1.
We are all guilty, v. 1


2.
Based on truth, vs. 2


3.
Inescapable, v. 3

B.
Repentance is our business, vs. 4-5


1.
God’s tolerance, v. 4


2.
Our stubbornness, v. 5

C.
Judged by what, nor who we are, vs. 6-11

D.
Judged by obedience, not knowledge, vs. 12-15

E.
Judged by Jesus Christ, v. 16
 
V
The People of God, 2:17:-3:8

A.
The privileges of God’s people, vs. 17-18


1.
The word (law), v. 17a


2.
The pride, v. 17b


3.
The will, v. 18a


4.
The knowledge, v. 18b

B.
The responsibility, vs. 19-20


1.
Guide to the blind, v. 19a


2.
Light to darkness, v. 19b


3.
Teachers of the ignorant, v. 20a


4.
Instructor of children, v. 20b

C.
The danger, vs. 21-29


1.
Hypocrisy, vs. 21-23


2.
Offense, v. 24


3.
Over-stress ritual, vs. 25-27


4.
Under-stress reality, vs. 28-29

D.
The objections, 3:1-8


1.
What advantage is there, vs. 1-2


2.
So what if we are unfaithful, vs. 3-4


3.
My sin makes God look better, vs. 5-6


4.
My weakness increases God‘s glory, vs. 7-8



a.
liberty is not license
 
VI
We Are All Guilty, 3:9-20

A.
We are all under sin, vs. 9-18


1.
Proven by logic, v. 9



a.
Gentiles – Rom. 1:18-32



b.
Jews – Rom. 2:1-3:20


2.
Proven by law, vs. 10-18



a.
Ps. 14:1-3, vs. 10-11



b.
Ps. 5:9, v. 13a



c.
Ps. 140:3, v. 13b



d.
Ps. 10:7, v. 14



e.
IS. 59:7-8, vs. 15-17



f.
Ps. 36:1, v. 18

B.
We are all under the law, vs. 19-20



 
VII
Pardoned, 3:21-31

A.
Righteousness from God, vs. 21-26


1.
Made known, v. 21


2.
Available, vs. 22-23


3.
Free, v. 24


4.
Sacrifice of atonement, v. 25


5.
God is both just and justifier, v. 20

B.
Justification by God, vs. 27-31


1.
Synergism nullified, vs. 27-30


2.
The law upheld, v. 31
 
VII
Faith and Works, 4:1-5

A.
What about Abraham, vs. 1-3


1.
Nothing to boast about, vs. 1-2


2.
Righteous by faith, v. 3



a.
Gen. 15:6

B.
Works do not produce righteousness, vs. 4-5


1.
What good are they, v. 4


2.
Value of faith, v. 5



a.
James 2:11-26
 
IX
Forgiveness, 4:6-15

A.
The blessedness of forgiveness, vs. 6-8


1.
Without works, v. 6


2.
Sins forgiven – sent away, v. 7a



a.
Lev. 16:21-11  - scapegoat



b.
Ex. 30:10; IICor. 5:21



3.
Sins covered, v. 7b



a.
Is. 44:22; Micah 7:19


4.
Sins not counted, v. 8



a.
Ps. 32:1-2; Philemon 18; Luke 10:35

B.
The universality of forgiveness, vs. 9-15


1.
Before circumcision, vs. 9-10


2.
Circumcision external, faith internal, v. 11


3.
Abraham, father of all believers, v. 12


4.
Trusting law negates the promise, vs. 13-14



a.
Gal. 3:26-4:11


5.
No law, no sin, v. 15
 
X
The Faith of Abraham, 4:16-22

A.
He believed God, vs. 16-18


1.
Who brings dead things to life, vs. 16-17a


2.
Who speaks of future things as past, v. 17b


3.
Who demands trust before reason, v. 18
 

B.
He understood the problem, v. 19


1.
His age, v. 19a



a.
75 at first promise, Gen. 12:4



b.
80 at last promise, Gen. 17:17

C.
He was strengthened by problems, vs. 20-22


1.
Not weakened, vs. 20-21


2.
Righteous by faith, v. 22
 
XI
The Faith of Us, 4:23-25

A.
Paul glides from Abraham to us, v. 23

B.
Our belief, vs. 24-25


1.
God raised Jesus from the dead, v. 24


2.
He died for our sins, v. 25a


3.
Raised for our justification, v. 25b



a.
compare with, vs. 17-18



b.
expanded in Gal. 3:1-25
 
XII
Rejoice, 5:1-11

A.
Rejoice in the present, v. 1


1.
Peace with God, John 14:27 & 15:11

B.
Rejoice in the future, v. 2


1.
Grace


2.
Confidence (hope)

C.
Rejoice in problems, vs. 3-5


1.
Knowledge, v. 3a


2.
Patience, v. 3b


3.
Character, v. 4a


4.
Confidence, v. 4b


5.
Courage, v. 5a


6.
Love, v. 5b

D.
Rejoice in the past, vs. 6-10


1.
Jesus died for us, vs. 6-8


2.
Jesus justified us, v. 9


3.
Jesus reconciled us, v. 10



a.
IICor. 5:18-21

E.
Rejoice in the Lord, v. 11
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Romans 5:12-8:39

 
Salvation Part 2

 
I
Reign, 5:12-21

A.
Sin entered, vs. 12-19


1.
By one man, vs. 12, 15, 16, 17, 18 & 19

B.
Sin increased, v. 20

C.
Sin reigned, v. 21

D.
Death entered, vs. 12-17


1.
Increased (all men), v. 12


2.
Reigned, vs.. 14 & 17

E.
Grace and righteousness entered, vs. 15-21


1.
By one man, v. 15


2.
Increased, vs. 17, 18 & 20 (hyper)


3.
Reigned, vs. 17 & 21
 
II
What Do You Know?  6:1-14

A.
Know the question, vs. 1-2

B.
Know your spiritual condition, vs. 3-5


1.
Dead, v. 3


2.
Buried, v. 4


3.
Resurrected, v. 5

C.
Know what this means, vs. 6-14


1.
Free from slavery, vs. 6-7


2.
Alive in Christ, vs. 8-11



a.
mind of Christ, ICor. 2:16


3.
We can say no to sin, vs. 12-13


4.
Under grace, not law, v. 14
 
III
Slavery, 6:15-23

A.
To sin or not to sin, v. 15

B.
Under your options, vs. 16-18


1.
A slave of sin, v. 16


2.
A slave of righteousness, vs. a6a-18

C.
Understand what you are doing, v. 19


1.
Natural, v. 19a


2.
Supernatural, v. 19b

D.
Understand your benefits, v. 20-23


1.
Slavery to sin, vs. 20-21



a.
shame and death


2.
Slavery to God, vs. 22-23



a.
slavery to righteousness, v. 22a (compare to v. 19)



b.
holiness, v. 22



c.
eternal life, v. 23
IV
Marriage, 7:1-6

A.
Married to the law, vs. 1-3


1,
Gal. 3:10; Acts 15:10

B.
Married to Christ, vs. 4-6


1.
Dead to the law, vs. 4-6



a.
to bear good fruit


2.
Freed from control of sin, vs. 5-6



a.
from fruit of death (law), vs. 5-6a



b.
to serve the Spirit (gospel), v. 6a
 
V.
The Purpose of the Law, 7:7-25

A.
Law exposes the power of sin, vs. 7-13


1.
It defines sin, v. 7


2.
It provokes sin, v. 8-11


3.
It reveals sin, vs. 12-13



a.
law is utterly good, v. 12



b.
sin is utterly bad, v. 13

B.
Law exposes the problem of sin, vs. 14-24


1.
Unspiritual (carnal), v. 14


2.
Power over human will, v. 15-17


3.
Power to produce despair, vs. 18-24

C.
Law exposes our need, v. 25


1.
A Savior, v. 25a


2.
Our tripartite existence, v. 25b
 
VI
Spiritual Laws, 8:1-13

A.
Spiritual life, vs. 1-4


1.
No condemnation, v. 1


2.
Two opposing laws, v. 2


3.
God’s solution, v. 3


4.
Lifestyle, v. 4

B.
Mind set, vs. 5-11


1.
Natural desires, vs. 5-8



a.
hostile to God, v. 7a



b.
rebellious, v. 7b



c.
cannot please God, v. 8



d.
Gal. 5:16-21


2.
Spiritual desires, vs. 9-11



a.
indwelling Spirit of God, v. 9



b.
Gal. 5:22-33



c.
spiritually alive, v. 10



d.
bodily resurrection, v. 11

C.
Life of death, vs. 12-13
 
 
VII
The Children of God, 8:14-25

A.
Family living, vs. 14-17


1.
Spirit led, v. 14, Gal. 5:16-18


2.
Spirit born, v. 15


3.
Spirit taught, vs. 16-17



a.
who we are, v. 16



b.
what we share, v. 17

B.
Present problems, vs. 18-22


1.
Personal, v. 18



a.
IICor. 11:23-33


2.
Universal, vs. 19-22

C.
Future glory, vs. 23-25


1.
First fruits, v. 23



a.
glory begins now


2.
Confidence, vs. 24-25



a.
IJohn 3:1-2
VIII
The Power and the Promise, 8:26-30

A.
The power of the Spirit, vs. 26-27


1.
In our weakness, v. 26


2.
In our ignorance, vs. 26a-27

B.
The power of the Father, vs. 28-30


1.
All things for good, v. 28


2.
God’s plan of salvation, vs. 29-30



a.
foreknowledge, v. 29a



b.
predestined, v. 29b



c.
called, v. 30a



d.
justified, v. 30b



e.
glorified, v. 30a
IX
What Shall We Say About This, 8:31a

A.
Pause to reflect on ‘this’, v. 31a


1.
Romans Chapters 1-8:30

B.
What has Paul proven


1.
The guilt of man, Rom. 1-3:20


2.
The grace of God, Rom. 3:21-5:11


3.
The greatness of salvation, Rom. 5:12-8:17


4.
The guarantee of glory, Rom. 8:18-30
X
Super Conquerors, 8:31b-39

A.
Response to reflection, vs. 31b-37


1.
Who can be against us, vs. 31b-32


2.
Who can accuse me, v. 33


3.
Who can condemn me, v. 34


4.
Who can separate me, v. 35-36



a.
Ps. 44:22


5.
We are hyper-conquerors, v. 37

B.
Super-confident, vs. 38-39
Romans 9 – 11

 Salvation Part 3:  Rejected
 
I
The Tragedy of the Jews, 9:1-5

A.
Paul’s attitude toward the Jews, vs. 1-3


1.
Paul’s sincerity, v. 1


2.
Paul’s love, vs. 2-3



a.
human ties, v. 2



b.
national ties, v. 3

B.
Paul’s pride in his heritage, vs. 4-5


1.
Adoption, v. 4a


2.
Glory of God (shekinah), v. 4b


3.
Covenants, v. 4c


4.
Law, v. 4d


5.
Worship, v. 4e


6.
Promises, v. 4f


7.
Heritage, v. 5a


8.
Mission, v. 5b
 

II
The Rights of God, 9:6-18

A.
The true Jew, v. 6

B.
Children of flesh versus children of promise, vs. 7-13


1.
Isaac versus Ishmael, vs. 7-9


2.
Jacob versus Esau, vs. 10-13

C.
The mercy of God, vs. 14-16


1.
Not a response to man’s actions, v. 16



a.
Exodus 9:13-16

D.
The rights of God, vs. 17-18


1.
Exodus 9:13-16
 
III
The Sovereignty of God, 9:19-33

A.
Creature versus Creator, vs. 19-24


1.
Question of blame, vs. 19-21



a.
Is. 29:16; 45:9-10; Jer. 18:1-10


2.
The wrath of God, v. 22


3.
The mercy of God, vs. 23-24

B.
The consistency of God, vs. 25-33


1.
In fulfilling His prophecies, vs. 25-26


2.
In preserving a remnant, vs. 27-29


3.
In a plan of salvation, vs. 30-33



a.
Gentiles righteous by faith, v. 30



b.
Israel unrighteous by law, vs. 31-32a



c.
Jesus a stumbling stone, vs. 32b-33a



d.
Jesus a cornerstone, v. 33b
 
IV
Truth and Error, 10:1-13


A.
The error of Israel, vs. 1-3


1.
Not saved, v. 1


2.
Zeal without knowledge, v. 2


3.
Ignorance, v. 3a


4.
Arrogance and independency, v. 3b

B.
The truth of the Gospel, vs. 4-13


1.
Jesus completes the law, vs. 4-5



a.
Gospel is done, v. 4



b.
law is doing, v. 5


2.
The convenience of the Gospel, vs. 6-8


3.
The confession of the Gospel, vs. 9-10


4.
The certainty of the Gospel, vs. 11-13
 
Evangelism, 10:14-21

A.
The process, vs. 14-15


1.
Calling upon God, v. 14a


2.
Believing, v. 14b


3.
Hearing, v. 14c


4.
Preaching, v. 15a


5.
Sending (Is. 52:7), v. 15b

B.
The problem, vs. 16-19


1.
Acceptance, v. 16



a.
foolish, ICor. 1:20-25



b.
unattractive, Is. 53:1-8


2.
Hearing, vs. 17-18



a.
Mat. 13:13-15


3.
Understanding, v. 19



a.
Deut. 32:21

C.
The paradox, vs. 20-21


1.
Is. 65:1, v. 20


2.
Is. 65:2-6, v. 21
 
VI
Cast Away or Set Aside, 11:1-15

A.
God always preserves a remnant, vs. 1-10


1.
Paul, an example, v. 1


2.
Foreknowledge, v. 2a



a.
IPeter 1:2


3.
Elijah and the 7,000, vs. 2b-4



a.
IKings 19:10-18


4.
Elected by grace, vs. 5-6


5.
Resisting grace, vs. 7-10



a.
Deut. 29:4; Is. 29:10, v. 8



b.
Ps. 69:22-23, vs. 9-10
 

B.
God’s dual purpose, vs. 11-12


1.
Salvation, v. 11a


2.
Renewal, vs. 11b-12

C.
Paul’s dual ministry, vs. 13-15
 
VII
Baking and Botany, 11:16-25

A.
The metaphors, vs. 16-17

B.
The warning, vs. 18-25


1.
Don’t be arrogant, vs. 18-21


2.
Kindness and severity of God, vs. 22-25
 
VIII
Mercy and Majesty of God, 11:26-36

A.
All Israel will be saved, vs. 26-32


1.
Temporary blindness, vs. 26-27


2.
The status of Israel, vs. 28-29


3.
A reminder to the Gentiles, vs. 30-32

B.
Wisdom and majesty of God, vs. 33-36


1.
Exclamation that needs no evidence, v. 33


2.
Questions that need no answer, vs. 34-35


3.
The universality of God, v. 36



a.
from Him



b.
through Him



c.
to Him
ROMANS 12:1-16:27
Salvation Part 4:  Applied

 
I
Body and Mind, 12:1-2


A.
Offer your bodies, v. 1a


1.
Why




a.
personal request (brothers)



b.
therefore – Rom. 1-11



c.
mercies of God


2.
How, v. 1b



a.
living sacrifice – holy (wholly)



b.
logical service

B.
Be transformed in mind, v. 2


1.
Don’t conform, v. 2a


2.
Be renewed, v. 2b



a,
Metamorphosis


3.
Think, v. 2c
 
II
Evaluate and Activate, 12:3-8

A.
Consider yourself, v. 3

B.
Consider the church, vs. 4-5


1.
One body, v. 4


2.
Many members, v. 5

C.
Activate the gifts, vs. 6-8


1.
Prophesying, v. 6


2.
Serving, v. 7a


3.
Teaching, v. 7b


4.
Encouraging, v. 8a


5.
Contributing, v. 8b


6.
Leadership, v. 8c


7.
Mercy, v. 8d
 
III
Love, the Real Thing, 12:9-13

A.
Agape characteristics, vs. 9-13



1.
Sincere, v. 9a


2.
Goodness, v. 9b


3.
Affection, v. 10a


4.
Humility, v. 10b


5.
Zeal, v. 11



a.
our business



b.
our Father’s business


6.
Joy, v. 12a


7.
Patience, v. 12b
 
 


8.
Prayer, v. 12c


9.
Charity, v. 13a


10.
Hospitality, v. 13b
 
IV
Good and Evil, 12:14-21

A.
Don’t be overcome by evil, vs. 14-19


1.
Actions to be exercised, vs. 14-16



a.
bless rather than curse, v. 14



b.
rejoice, v. 15a



c.
mourn, v. 15b



d.
unity, v. 16


2.
Reactions to be avoided, vs. 17-19



a.
violence, vs. 17-18



b.
vengeance, v. 19

B.
Overcome evil with good, vs. 20-21


1.
Prov. 25:21-22
 
V
Citizenship, 13:1-7

A.
Obedience to authority, vs. 1-5


1.
Authority comes from God, vs. 1-4



a.
submission versus rebellion, vs. 1-2



b.
protection of good, v. 3



c.
punish the evil, v. 4


2.
Obedience for sake of conscience, v. 5

B.
Pay your dues, vs. 6-7


1.
Taxes and revenue, vs. 6-7a


2.
Respect and honor, v. 7b
 
VI
Wake Up, 13:8-14

A.
The debt of love, vs. 8-10


1.
It fulfills the law, vs. 8-9



a.
adultery, v. 9a



b.
murder, v. 9b



c.
theft, v. 9c



d.
covet, v. 9d


2.
It does no harm, v. 10

B.
Wake up time, vs. 11-14


1.
Salvation is nearer, vs. 11-12a


2.
Shed darkness, v. 12b


3.
Put on light, vs. 12c-14
 
VII
The Weaker Brother, 14:1-12

A.
Who is a weaker brother, vs. 1-6


1.
One who sets limits God didn’t, vs. 1-3



a.
diet, vs. 2-3


2.
Is threatened by Christian liberty, vs. 4-a6



a.
holy days, v. 6

B.
Live in unity for the Lord’s sake, vs. 7-12


1.
Because we need each other, vs. 7-8


2.
Because Jesus died for us both, v. 9


3.
Because God will judge us both, vs. 10-12
 
VIII
The Stronger Brother, 14:13-23

A.
Don’t be critical, v. 13a

B.
Don’t cause offense, v. 13b


1.
Stumbling block for others, v. 14-18



a.
all things are clean, v. 14



b.
temper freedom with love, vs. 15-17



c.
serve Christ first, v. 18


2.
Positive contributions, vs. 19-23



a.
make peace, v. 19a



b.
build up one another, v. 19b



c.
avoid making sin against conscience, vs. 20-23
 
IX
Unity, 15:1-13

A.
The responsibility of the mature, vs. 1-7


1.
Bear one another’s burden, v. 1



A.
Gal. 6:1-2


2.
Please our neighbor, not ourselves, v. 2


3.
Christ is our example, v. 3


4.
The equipping power of God, vs. 4-5


5.
Glorify God, v. 6


6.
Accept one another, v. 7

B.
Produced by God, vs. 8-13


1.
Based on truth of God, v. 8


2.
For Gentiles as promised, vs. 9-12



a.
IISam. 22:50; Ps. 18:49



b.
Deut. 32:43



c.
Ps. 117:1



d.
Is. 11:10


3.
All receive from God, v. 13



a.
joy



b.
peace



c.
power
 
X
Personal Notes, 15:14-33

A.
Personal care and ministry, vs. 14-22


1.
Encouragement for believers, v. 14



a.
goodness



b.
knowledge



c.
instruct one another


2.
Concern for ministry, vs. 15-22

B.
Personal planning, vs. 23-29


1.
Itinerary



a.
Jerusalem, vs. 23-37



b.
Spain, v. 28



c.
Rome, v. 29

C.
Personal prayer
 
XI
Warm Regards and Strong Warning, 16:1-27

A.
Kiss one another, vs. 1-16


1.
Twenty-seven people who counted

B.
Look out for troublemakers, vs. 17-20


1.
Divisions and offenses, vs. 17-18


2.
Be wise, v. 19 (Mat. 10-16b)

C.
To God be glory forever, vs. 21-27
 
Introduction
 

Throughout the New Testament age Paul’s letter to the Romans has been the hallmark of Christianity.  For centuries this document has made a profound and life-changing impact upon the minds of God-fearing men.  They in turn responded and changed the world they lived in.  It is possible, even probable, that every great revival within the church found its roots somewhere in Romans.  Augustine became a saint because of Romans 13:13-14.  Martin Luther became a reformer after being transformed by Paul’s teaching of faith and works.  Perhaps John Calvin described it best in his commentary on Romans when he wrote:  “When anyone gains a knowledge of this epistle he has an entrance opened to him to all of the most hidden treasures of Scripture.”
 

From countless numbers of gifted writers and teachers there is a treasure-trove of resources available to anyone who can read.  There is no need for someone like me to add to this treasury, nor is that the purpose for this little book.  I have done this primarily as a gift for my children.  I have taught Romans to high school students for over two decades, but none of my own children happened to be in those classes.  Many of the applications and illustrations I used in class and in this work I learned from my family so I felt compelled to write these down for them to read and discover the open door to the most hidden treasures of Scripture.
 

When I began the commentary I had no intention of working from the Greek text because it is both difficult and time consuming for me, but after just a short time I realized that it was necessary.  What resulted was a transliteration of Romans rather than a translation.  I tried my best to give the reader only what Paul wrote without adding anything that would make it easier to read.  If anything was added to make a sentence complete, the added word will be found in parenthesis.  It makes the readers do some of the thinking that translators often do for them. 
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All of the symbols used in this book, with one exception, are copies of those done by early Christians in the catacombs under the city of Rome.  They have been integrated into frames of ornamental foliage used in the middle ages.  This concept was developed and given for use in this manuscript by Daniel C. Riggs.
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 1.    Adonoi - The Lord
 


10.    Faith
 


24.    Sub Acie Dedicaverum- To Those Who Died for the Truth
 


37.    Faith - Love - Hope
 


38.    Diis Manibus - To The Spirit of the Blessed
 


41.    The Holy Spirit
 


47.    Signet of Martin Luther
 


53.    Agnus Dei - The Lamb of God
 


63.    Barbarum Constantinum - Monograms of Christ
 


68.    Peace
 


69.    Anchor Cross
 


78.    The Sword of Expulsion
 


84.    Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews
 


93.    The Ten Commandments
 


94.    Hope
 


107.   Pentateuch - The Law
 
 
